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' AND I SEE 
THEIR POINT BUT. 

THE THING IS, 

. ABOUT ME... . 


Eliza Fanshaw, Prospective Subject 


I'M NOT 
SUPPOSED 
TO SAY 
THINGS LIKE 
THIS, BUT 
EVER SINCE 
I WAS 
FIFTEEN, I 
HAVE BEEN 
SEEKING 
OUT SEXUAL 
ADVENTURE. 






I'VE EVEN ACTED IN 
SOME EXPERIMENTAL 
ADULT FILMS, JUST 
TO SEE WHAT IT 
WOULD BE LIKE. 


















In spite of the fact that their rituals were rumored 
to include human sacrifice, the indigenous people 
proved friendly and allowed the Scelleratini 
brothers to film them and one of those very rituals. 































The Scelleratini brothers 
were even invited along 
to film the "wedding." 




















































The Scelleratini brothers' film technology 
might have been primitive, but it 
captured something remarkable. 


It was something like 
an alien encounter... 
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The Scelleratini brothers had hoped, on their 
return to Italy, to make a small fortune exhibiting 
their remarkable footage to the public. 


asssssr;;. 

.... 

| 



Unfortunately for 
them, their film was 
banned by an edict 
signed by King Victor 
Emmanuel 
himself. The Lord 
Chancellor in 
England and 
the Chief Prefect of 
Police in France took 
similar actions. 


























Every nineteen years, the god would come from 
the depths. If we gave him brides, he would bless 
our people with good health and abundant fish. 


In a stroke of amazing luck, 
researchers were able to find 
one of the original native 
women filmed by the 
Scelleratini brothers and 
interview her on camera. 





No one was afraid. We all wanted to be chosen. 


The god of the depths would love his brides 
with a love far surpassing that which any man 
could show a woman. That made it 
worthwhile, even if he would eat you. 

























































/ i suppose i X- 

f CAN UNDERSTAND > 
YOUR INTEREST 
IN... UNUSUAL 
EXPERIENCES, BUT 
STILL, THIS WOULD BE 
V YOUR z.>4sr SUCH j 
X EXPERIENCE. / 



r S' BUT PERHAPS <UY 
X INSTEAD OF A LONG X 
' STRING OF EXPERIENCES, > 
A STRING THAT'S JUST GOING 
TO DIMINISH IN QUALITY AS 
I GET OLDER AND OLDER, I 
MIGHT WANT TO HAVE 
< ONE EXPERIENCE THAT j 
V SURPASSES X 
THEM ALL. 
























respite Item quant nil 

ab nos ante acta uetnstas 
temporio aeterni fuerit 

quant nascintnr ante. 
l|oc iqitur speculum 

nobis natura futuri 
temporis exponit 

post mortem benique nostram. 


HE EXPLAINS THAT WE DIDN'T EXIST FOR AN ETERNITY 
BEFORE BEING BORN, AND THAT WASN'T BAD. SO WHY 
SHOULD IT BE BAD ONCE WE STOP EXISTING? 


IT'S WHAT DAVID HUME 
TOLD JAMES BOSWELL 
^ AS HUME WAS 

A WASTING AWAY, 
\\ ABOUT TO DIE. 
\\ BUT HUME WAS 
V \ AND 

, X X EVEN TOLD 
' \\ JOKES. 


















































































THE SHORE PATROL WOULD 
CLOSE THE BEACH OFF ONCE 
A WEEK JUST FOR US NURSES. 


BEACH 
STRICTLY 
OFF LIMITS 
TO ALL 
MALE 

PERSONNEL 



8s§i 

ill 


SINCE IT WAS ONLY US GIRLS, 

WE DIDN'T BOTHER PUTTING ON 
BATHING SUITS. IT WAS WONDERFUL 
TO BE OUT IN THE WATER LIKE THAT. 











THE NAVY ORDERED US NOT TO 
TALK ABOUT IT. THEY SAID IT 
WOULD BE BAD FOR MORALE. 

























































































































































































































































































































































Capt.Carsoi 
MacMurtfl 




THERE WAS AN INVESTIGATION 
INTO THE DISAPPEARANCE OF 
THOSE NURSES IN 1943, BUT ITS 
CONCLUSION WAS TOO WEIRD 
AND DISTURBING TO BE 
CIRCULATED. SO THE REPORT WAS 
CLASSIFIED TOP SECRET AND THE 
AREA SIMPLY CLOSED OFF. 


BY THIRTY-EIGHT YEARS LATER, EVERYONE HAD 
FORGOTTEN WHY THE AREA WAS CLOSED, AND THE 
REPORT WAS BURIED DEEP IN SOME NAVY ARCHIVE. 


SO WHEN MR. RICH AND 
POWERFUL SHOWED UP AND 
SAID HE WANTED TO YACHT 
IN THOSE WATERS, THE > 
NAVY JUST REPLIED ./ 
"YES, SIR" AND GAVE l 

HIM A PERMIT. I 























A bereaved Barron Petrobux set aside a large part of his 
wealth to create a foundation to study and attempt to 



At the next nineteen year-interval, in 

2000, a team of scientists attempted^ 
to find the creature when it was 
expected to rise again. 

















THANKS TO THESE 
CLEVER LITTLE 
MACHINES, WE NOW 
HAVE A GOOD SENSE 
OF THE GROSS 
MORPHOLOGY OF 
THE CREATURE. 





















COMBINING WHAT WE KNOW FROM 
THE NATIVE FOLKLORE AND OBSERVED 
BEHAVIOR AND MORPHOLOGY, WE 
SEEM COMPELLED TO CONCLUDE 
THAT EVERY NINETEEN YEARS, THIS 
CREATURE COMES NEAR THE SURFACE 
AND WANTS TO EAT YOUNG WOMEN. 




IT ENMESHES 
THEM IN 
TENTACLES, 
STIMULATES 
THEM AND 
EATS THEM. 
WE HAVE NO 
IDEA WHY. 


























BUT THANKS TO YAHOO STATE 
LEGISLATORS AND ASSHOLE 
STEM BILLIONAIRES, THERE'S 
NO FUNDING FOR HUMANISTIC 
RESEARCH LIKE THAT ANYMORE. 


^ BUT NOW I ^ 
HAVE A CHANCE AT 
. SOMETHING. . 


IF I CAN'T 

^ PART OF THE HISTORY OF 
SCIENCE, THEN PERHAPS I CAN 
^ PART OF THE HISTORY 
Tv. OF SCIENCE. _^ 


I WROTE AN AWARD-WINNING 
PH.D. DISSERTATION IN THE 
HISTORY OF SCIENCE. "ONE OF 
THE BEST OF YOUR GENERATION,’ 
MY ADVISORS TOLD ME. 



















IN THE IUAD, THE HERO ACHILLES FACES A CHOICE 
BETWEEN EITHER GOING HOME AND LIVING A LONG 
LIFE - THAT'S VOOTOq - OR STAYING TO FIGHT AND 
LIVING A SHORT BUT GLORIOUS LIFE - THAT'S kAeoc; . 





































THERE WERE SOME LEGAL ISSUES, OF COURSE, 
. BUT OUR PHILANTHROPIC SPONSOR IS 

WELL CONNECTED AND FOUND WAYS 
_ TO DEAL WITH THEM. 
























Harvey Ellgos, J.D., Ph.D., 
legal Psychologist and Consultant 

_ 
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/ THE CHARITABLE > 
CONTRIBUTION WAS 
i A BIG THING 
V FOR me. ^ 



ESTIMATES VARY DEPENDING ON DETAILS 
OF METHODOLOGY, BUT A CONSENSUS 
VIEW IS THAT A MILLION DOLLARS WELL 
SPENT ON HUNGER AND DISEASE RELIEF 
COULD EASILY SAVE THIRTY LIVES. 



/ one for -— 

./thirty seems like a\_____ 

/PRETTY GOOD TRADE TO\ ^^aND WHAT -- s 

V l ARE Y0U CONTRIBUTING 

\ LIVING A LIFE THAT / V. jq, ELIZAP ^ 
\ MATTERS. - ' ___ 


/ WELL, I'VE \ 
ALWAYS LOVED ) 
V ANIMALS. J 




A MILLION !/.#/ V 

DOLLARS IN \ 

HUMANE \ 

SOCIETY RELIEF Y\ / 

GOES A \ \ _*, * 

LONG WAY. W 


\ V ii 

1 \ 


I '**' (V> 
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YOUNG PEOPLE HAVE SUCH A BLEAK SENSE OF 
THEIR OWN FUTURES THAT THE BEST THEY 
CAN CONCEIVE OF FOR THEMSELVES IS TO TRY 
TO GET A GOOD PRICE SELLING THEMSELVES 
















THE CREATURE WILL PROBABLY BE ABLE 
TO BLOCK COMMUNICATIONS WITH OUR 
EXPEDITION SHIP, BUT WE THINK A 
TIGHTLY FOCUSED BEAM FROM OUR 
SUBJECTS TO A SUBMERSIBLE MIGHT BE 
POSSIBLE. WE CAN CAPTURE AND 
RETRIEVE DATA FROM IT LATER. 



Claudia Honeywood, Ph.D., 
Project Robotics Engineer 



THIS SENSOR WILL TRANSMIT 
BIOMETRICS. IT WILL ALSO SCAN 
YOUR BRAIN'S SPEECH CENTER 
AND ALLOW YOU TO PROVIDE 
SOME NARRATION OF YOUR 
EXPERIENCES. 






























































BZZT 

CRACKLE HOFF 
/SS COCKS BI6N 
FA AT LIKE DIS 
- ZZPOP! X 


S DON'T YOU \ 
f THINK WE SHOULD 
TELL HER SHE HAS NO 
k INTERNAL CENSOR . 
^ GOING? ^ 


r /vo/ i 

THE MORE 
WE GET FOR 
SCIENCE, THE 
L BETTER/ J 




















































































OF COURSE, WE ARE 
TAKING MEASURES TO 
REDUCE ANY POSSIBLE 
DISTRESS IN OUR 
SUBJECTS. FOR 
EXAMPLE, 
WE INTEND 
TO GIVE 
THEM AN 
INJECTION 
OF THIS... 





































X THAT'S JUST X 
THE MOST N 
AMAZING THING, 
BEING UNDERWATER 
FOR ALL THAT TIME. 
I'VE NEVER FELT 
ANYTHING SO . 
V PEACEFUL. 




















































































































As the RV Seagoon approaches 
the island of Motofupo, there 
is a dramatic moment. 











































































































































There doesn't seem 

' AA 


to be much hesitation in 


✓*** A) 
m 

this moment of truth. 




v.-, uAl\\ 







































Recovered drone footage 



Recovered drone footage 

























RRRZZ... 




















































Back on the RV Seagoon, 
things are not going well. 






























YOU HAVE TO KNOW 
THAT THERE'S 
BEEN A LOT OF i 
MAIL, AND A LOT V 
OF CHATTER ON 
SOCIAL MEDIA, TO I 
THE EFFECT THAT / 
YOU'RE CRAZY, /j 
THAT YOU'RE 0/| 
UNSTABLE, THAT 
YOU'RE SUICIDAL, 
THAT SOMEONE A 
SHOULD STOP / i 
YOU, AND V / 
SO ON. / 



FOR CENTURIES, A/£/V HAVE SET OUT ON 


EXPEDITIONS TO ADVANCE HUMAN KNOWLEDGE. 





SOME OF THESE EXPEDITIONS 
WERE EXTRAORDINARILY 
DANGEROUS. THEY HAD TO 
KNOW IN SOME CASES THAT 
THE ODDS THAT THEY WOULD 
SURVIVE WERE QUITE POOR. 


AND DO YOU KNOW WHAT? /V<9 
0/V£ WROTE ABOUT HOW THESE 
MEN WERE CRAZY UNSTABLE 
BITCHES WHO NEEDED TO BE 
STOPPED FOR THEIR OWN GOOD. 















"CERTAINTY" ISN'T METAPHYSICALLY 


SPECIAL. IT'S JUST THE ENDPOINT OF 





IF NOT, THEN SHUT UP 
AND LET ME GET ON WITH 
WHAT I NEED TO DO. 


SO WHERE DOES "INSANITY" 
BEGINP AT P = 0.5P 0.7P 0.999P 
CAN YOU DEFEND PRINCIPLED 
ANSWER TO THAT QUESTIONP 


P™ \r 
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Recovered drone footage 


Aerial drone surveillance footage 































Internal surveillance video 
































































































After a few days' standoff, 
Claudia agrees to speak with us, 
but not with the ship's crew. 












^ YOU'RE NOT \ 
( SERIOUSLY THINKING > 
l OF GIVING IN TO THEM, j 
V ARE YOUP y 


AND WHILE I MIGHT NOT HAVE 
DAPHNE BOSSELSEG'S 
HEROIC ATTITUDE ABOUT SUCH 
MATTERS, JUST LIKE HER, I AM 
SURE I'D RATHER BE DEAD THAN 
SPEND A LIFETIME EKING OUT A 
LIVING IN THE TWENTY FIRST- 
CENTURY SERVICE ECONOMY. 



FEED LOTS V— 
OF HUNGRY V/ 
HILDREN, BUY 
S OF MOSQUITO L 
5, GET MY NAME /- 
M AN ELDRITCH // 
HORROR... / 


AND GO 
OUT WITH A 
REAL BANG. 













Within a few hours the 
arrangements are made. 


^ IT HAS BEEN 
■^R ECALIBRATEP^^ 

IF YOLJ^V 

/GOT IT WRONG THIS\ 
f TIME, I SWEAR I WILL > 
r RETURN FROM MY 
i WATERY GRAVE 

\ AND DRAG YOU ) 

\ BACK DOWN / 
_> WITH ME. 



| Claudia writes one last 
letter to her academic 
advisor, thanking her 
for her support. 





WE CANNOT EMPHASIZE ENOUGH . 
HOW MUCH YOUR SACRIFICE / 
IS APPRECIATED, 

DR. HONEYWOOD... 



r KINDLY GO 
FUCK YOURSELF, 
. EUSTACE. , 






































Recovered drone footage 
















Recovered drone footage 

































































^ THE DEPTHS OF 
SEAS HAVE ALWAYS 
INSPIRED A SENSE OF AWE. 
MORE THAN A CENTURY AGO, 
LONGFELLOW WROTE: ^ 


"WOULD'ST THOU," 

' -SO THE HELMSMAN ANSWERED 
"LEARN THE SECRET OF THE SEAP 
^ ONLY THOSE WHO BRAVE ITS DANGERS 
V COMPREHEND ITS MYSTERY/ 



























"THE MOST MERCIFUL THING IN THE WORLD, I THINK, IS THE INABILITY OF THE HUMAN MIND TO 
CORRELATE ALL ITS CONTENTS. WE LIVE ON A PLACID ISLAND OF IGNORANCE IN THE MIDST OF 
BLACK SEAS OF INFINITY, AND IT WAS NOT MEANT THAT WE SHOULD VOYAGE FAR. THE SCIENCES, 
EACH STRAINING IN ITS OWN DIRECTION, HAVE HITHERTO HARMED US LITTLE; BUT SOME DAY THE 
PIECING TOGETHER OF DISSOCIATED KNOWLEDGE WILL OPEN UP SUCH TERRIFYING VISTAS OF 
REALITY, AND OF OUR FRIGHTFUL POSITION THEREIN, THAT WE SHALL EITHER GO MAD FROM THE 
REVELATION OR FLEE FROM THE DEADLY LIGHT INTO THE PEACE AND SAFETY OF A NEW DARK AGE. 


FOR SOME, INDEED THE DEPTHS OF 
THE OCEAN ARE A ZONE OF DARKEST 
FEAR. AS THE GREATEST WRITER 
OF WEIRD FICTION ONCE TOLD US: 







BUT AS HAS BEEN 

W SHOWN BY SCIENTIFIC > 
RESEARCH - INCLUDING ESPECIALLY 
THAT RESEARCH MADE POSSIBLE 
BY THE WOMEN WE COMMEMORATE 
TODAY - WE CAN AFFORD SUCH A 
W RETREAT INTO IGNORANCE ^ 
NO LONGER. / 



I THE OCEANIC DEPTHS CONTAIN 
THINGS FAR BEYOND ANY OF OUR 
PREVIOUS UNDERSTANDINGS. 










































































































IN GREEK LEGEND, LEOS, THE SON 
OF ORPHEUS, HAD THREE DAUGHTERS: 
PRAXITHEA, THEOPE, AND EUBULE. IN 
RESPONSE TO A PROPHECY FROM THE 
ORACLE AT DELPHI, THESE THREE 
DAUGHTERS VOLUNTEERED 
THEMSELVES FOR SACRIFICE TO SAVE 
ATHENS FROM FAMINE AND PLAGUE. 


WERE THEIR SACRIFICES 
REGARDED AS TRAGEDY, 
STUPIDITY, OR WASTEP 
FAR FROM IT. 
DEMOSTHENES HIMSELF, 
IN HIS FUNERAL 
ORATION, COMPARED 
THEM TO THE BRAVEST 
OF SOLDIERS WHO FELL 
DEFENDING THEIR CITY. 



"WHEN, THEREFORE, SUCH COURAGE WAS 
DISPLAYED BY THOSE WOMEN, THEY 
LOOKED UPON IT AS A HEINOUS THING IF 
THEY, BEING MEN, SHOULD HAVE PROVED 
TO POSSESS LESS OF MANHOOD." 

















































































- I BELIEVE 

HUMANITY WILL ^ 
BENEFIT A GREAT DEAL 
FROM THE STUDY OF 
GYNEPHAGOS > 
V TURPENTINII. 


i /X WASN'T IT X 
/// SUPPOSEDTO ' 
X [ BE NAMED 
^ l GYNEPHAGOS 
« ) \ HONEYWOODlAEPj 









At Energexcon Center 
a few years later. 
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I can't see the audience, so it 
feels private even if it isn't. And 
the sex is truly amazing. I've 
almost forgotten about men. 




















































































































































































